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Maharashtra seeks Thailand’s
support in textiles, dairy, IT

MUMBAI, Aug 3 (PTI)

STATE Industries and Mining Minister
Subhash Desai on Friday sought support
from Thailand for collaborations in sectors
likefood processing, textiles, dairyand infor-
mation technology.

At meeting with a delegation from
Thailand here on Friday, the Minister said
Thailand and Maharashtra can work togeth-
er to uplift the small and medium enter-
prises (SMEs).

State Industries and Mining Minister
Subhash Desai said the State produces mil-
lions of tonnes of milk but processing facili-
ty in dairy sector is inadequate.

“Similarly, the State has diverse climatic con-
ditions and farmers are cultivating high qual-
ity food crops supported by substantial
research and development. We look for
Thailand’s partnership in secondary treat-
ment of these food crops, which include
preservation, processing, packaging and
export,” he said.
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tate industries and mining minister Subhash

Desai has sought support from Thailand for
collaborations in sectors like food processing.
textiles, dairy and information technology.,
“Thailand and Maharashtra can work together
to uplift the small and medium enterprises
(SMEs) to higher levels, SMEs in Thailand and
Maharashitra can explore joint collaborations in
food processing, dairy, textiles and information
technology sectors, Maharashtra produces mil-
lions of tonnes of milk; but there is inadequate
processing facility in dairy sector. Maharashira
has diverse climatic conditions favourable for
producing large variety of crops. Farmers in
Maharashira are growing high quality food
crops supported by substantial research and
development. We look for Thailand's partner-
ship insecondary treatment of these food crops,
which include preservation, processing, pack-
aging and export,” said Maharashtra Industries
and Mining Minister, Subhash Desal at the
‘Roundtable Discussion on SMES" with business
delegation from Thailand at World Trade Centre
Mumdbai last week.

Desai further said he expects Thailancds sup-
port for value addition in the textile sector
Maharashtra has set up a dedicated textile park
and nine more are in the process of being devel-
oped. “My dream is to see majority of garments
in the world market to be labeled as ‘Made in
India’ products,”

Desai said Maharashtra accounts for 15% of
India’s GDPE maore than 40% of exports and
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General, Royal Thai Consulate-General, Mumbai, Maharashtra Industries and Mining Minister,
Subhash Desal, Dr. Wimonkam Kosumas, Dy Director General, Small and Medium Enterprises
Promotion of Thailand and Vijay Kalantri, Vice Chairman, MVIRDC WTC Mumbai and President AlAl

attracted 50% of Indias total foreign direct
investment  (last  wear). This proves
Maharashtra is the most investment friendly
state in India.

Speaking about government support to
SMEs, the minister informed, “Maharashira has
special palicy for SMEs and the government
supports SMEs in land allotment, licensing,
reservation and procurement so that they do
not have to compete with large enterprises.”

During the event, Dr. Wimonkarn Kosumas,
Deputy Director General, Small and Medium
Enterprises Promotion of Thailand outlined a
four-paint programme to strengthen bilateral
ties  between India and  Maharashitra,
Specifically, Dr. Kosumas sought India’s strate-
gic partnership in digitizing SMEs in the coun-

try. The four-point programme mentioned by
her are setting up a dedicated Maharashtra
desk in the Office of Small and Medium
Enterprises Promaotion (OSMEP] in Thailand,
holding Thailand-Maharashtra SME festival
(including round table discussion and trade
fair) next year, linking artisans and craftsmen
of Maharashtra with the designers in Thailand
and promoting SME collaboration in food
packaging technologies,

Considering that SMEs in Thailand account
for 99.7% of all enterprises and generate B8% of
employment, the Office of Small and Medium
Enterprises Promotion (OSMEP) has been
brought under the direct supervision of the
Prime Minister of Thailand. There is no dispari-
ty of income and remendous opportunity for

employment creait-d by the sector, she
remarked.

Dir. Kosumas invited SMEs from Maharashira
to participate in the forthcoming trade events in
Thailand such as Propak Asia (June 12-15,
2019), Food Pack Asia 2019

Speaking on  this occasion, Ekapol
Poolpipat, Consul General, Royal Thai
Consulate-General, Mumbai said,

“Maharashtra is not only the financial and
commercial hub of India, it is also ane of the
largest markets in the country, My mission is
to promote bilateral partnership in three
areas: commerce, innovation and culture. This
roundtable discussion is an important step Lo
take forward our partmership. In future, we
must hold a series of such roundtable discus-
sions for the benefit of our SMEs.”

Barlier in his welcome remarks, Vijay
Kalantri, Vice Chairman, MVIRDC World Trade
Centre Mumbai and President, All India
Association of Industries said, “India’s bilater-
al trade with Thailand is USD 10.8 billion and
we have the potential 1o double this volume in
the next three vears. Maharashtra and
Thailand have great potential for partnership.
Maharashtra is a leading producer of man-
goes, Chicku, grapes, banana and other food
crops. However, 40% of food crops perish
before reaching marketl. Therefore, we need
maore food processing units and cold storages
near farmgate. This is the right opportunity to
develop parinership with Thailand in food
processing sector as Indian government aims
to double the income of farmers by 2022."



Subhash Desai

Maha, Thailand
camaraderie

Mumbai: State industry minis-
ter, Subhash Desai, on Friday
expressed that as
Maharashtra and Thailand
have good relations both the
countries should increase
mutual cooperation in future
to increase investment in
small and medium enterpris-
es sector. The General
Council of Thailand and the
delegation of entrepreneurs
are on India tour and on
Thursday delegation officials
had discussion on the small
and medium enterprises at
World Trade Center in
Mumbai. At the time the
council general Ekapol
Pooclpita, deputy general Dr.
Vimonkorn Kosmas, chief of
Warld Trade Center Vijay
Kalantri and others were
present. The Thailand delega-
tion gave a presentation on
food processing and packag-
ing. It is said that there is a
huge opportunity for the
industry to grow in
Maharashtra. Thailand has a
significant share in the
growth of small and medium
enterprises. Meanwhile,
Maharashtra was invited for
the trade fair this year in
Thailand.
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Mumbai, Aug 3 (PTI) State industries and mining minister Subhash Desai today sought support from
Thailand for collaborations in sectors like food processing, textiles, dairy and information technology
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Mumbai, Aug 3 (PTI) State industries and mining minister Subhash Desai today sought
support from Thailand for collaborations in sectors like food processing, textiles, dairy

and information technology.

At meeting with a delegation from Thailand here today, the minister said Thailand and
Maharashtra can work together to uplift the small and medium enterprises (SMEs).

“SMEs in Thailand and Maharashtra can explore joint collaborations in various sectors,
he added.

Desai said the state produces millions of tonnes of milk but processing facility in dairy

sector is inadequate.

“Similarly, the state has diverse climatic conditions and farmers are cultivating high
quality food crops supported by substantial research and development. We look for
Thailand's partnership in secondary treatment of these food crops, which include

preservation, processing, packaging and export,” he said.

Seeking Thailand's support for value addition in
the textiles sector, he said, “Maharashtra has

set up a dedicated textile park and nine more

are in the process of being developed. We hope
to see majority of garments in the world market
to be labelled as ‘Made in India’ products.” Desai
informed the delegation that the state accounts
for 15 per cent of the country’s GDP, more than
40 per cent of exports and attracted 50 per cent

of the country's foreign direct investment (last year).
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Speaking at the same event, Small and Medium Enterprises Promotion of Thailand
deputy director general Wimonkarn Kosumas said, “There is tremendous potential to
enhance partnership between Thailand and Maharashtra. We have set up a dedicated
desk to promote SME collaboration with Italy and Japan. We can set up similar dedicated

desk for Maharashtra as well.”

Kosumas also outlined a four-point programme
to strengthen bilateral ties, which includes
setting up a dedicated Maharashtra desk in the
Office of Small and Medium Enterprises
Promotion (OSMEP) in Thailand.
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~ Maharashtra-Thailand
Roundtable Discussions with SMEs

Focus sectors: Food Processing and Packaging

Ausgust 3, 2018 | World Trade Centre Mumbai

“Thailand and Maharashtra can work together to uplift the small and medium enterprises (SMEs) to higher levels. SMEs in
Thailand and Maharashtra can explore joint collaborations in food processing, dairy, textiles and information technology
sectors. Maharashtra produces millions of tonnes of milk; but there is inadequate processing facility in dairy sector.
Maharashtra has diverse climatic conditions favourable for producing large variety of crops. Farmers in Maharashtra are
growing high quality food crops supported by substantial research and development. We look for Thailand’s partnership in
secondary treatment of these food crops, which include preservation, processing, packaging and export,” said Mr. Subhash
Desai, Hon'ble Minister for Industries and Mining, Government of Maharashtra at the ‘Roundtable Discussion on SMEs" with
business delegation from Thailand at World Trade Centre Mumbai.

Mr. Desai further said he expects Thailand's support for value addition in the textile sector. Maharashtra has set up a
dedicated textile park and nine more are in the process of being developed. "My dream is to see majority of garments in the
world market to be labeled as ‘Made in India” products.”

Mr. Desai said Maharashtra accounts for 15% of India’s GDP, more than 40% of exports and attracted 50% of India’s total
foreign direct investment (last year). This proves Maharashtra is the most investment friendly state in India.

Speaking about government support to SMEs, the minister informed, “Maharashtra has special policy for SMEs and the
government supports SMEs in land allotment, licensing, reservation and procurement so that they do not have to compete
with large enterprises.”

During the event, Dr. Wimonkarn Kosumas, Deputy Director General, Small and Medium Enterprises Promotion of
Thailand outlined a four-point programme to strengthen bilateral ties between India and Maharashtra. Specifically, Dr.
Kosumas sought India’s strategic partnership in digitizing SMEs in the country. The four-point programme mentioned by her
are sefting up a dedicated Maharashtra desk in the Office of Small and Medium Enterprises Promotion (OSMEP) in Thailand,
holding Thailand-Maharashtra SME festival (including round table discussion and trade fair) next year, linking artisans and
craftsmen of Maharashtra with the designers in Thailand and promoting SME collaboration in food packaging technologies.

Considering that SMEs in Thailand account for 95.7% of all enterprises and generate 88% of employment, the Office of Small
and Medium Enterprises Promotion (OSMEP) has been brought under the direct supervision of the Prime Minister of
Thailand. There is no disparity of income and tremendous opportunity for employment created by the sector, she remarked.

Dr. Kosumas further informed, “This is the 3™ time | am visiting Mumbai in the last five years. There is tremendous potential
to enhance partnership between Thailand and Maharashtra. The OSMEP has set up a dedicated desk to promote SME
collaboration with Italy and Japan. We can set up similar dedicated desk for Maharashtra as well.”

Dr. Kosumas invited SMEs from Maharashtra to participate in the forthcoming trade events in Thailand such as Propak Asia
{June 12-15, 2019), Food Pack Asia 2019.

Dr. Kosumas also highlighted the success of Thailand's export-promotion programme OTOP (One Tambon One Product) and

expressed willingness to share this experience with India. Thailand ranks 11™ in the world in attracting tourists and the
country is also a leading exporter of lifestyle design products.

India-Thailand relationship is driven by tourism and entertainment industries. Indian movies and televisions shows such as
Mahabharata are popular among Thai households, she added.

Speaking on this occasion, Mr. Ekapol Poolpipat, Consul General, Royal Thai Consulate-General, Mumbai said, “Maharashtra
is not only the financial and commercial hub of India, it is also one of the largest markets in the country. My mission is to
promote bilateral partnership in three areas: commerce, innovation and culture. This roundtable discussion is an important

step to take forward our partnership. In future, we must hold a series of such roundtable discussions for the benefit of our
SMEs.”

Earlier in his welcome remarks, Mr. Vijay Kalantri, Vice Chairman, MVIRDC World Trade Centre Mumbai and President, All
India Association of Industries said, “India’s bilateral trade with Thailand is USD 10.8 billion and we have the potential to
double this volume in the next three years. Maharashtra and Thailand have great potential for partnership. Maharashtra is a
leading producer of mangoes, Chicku, grapes, banana and other food crops. However, 40% of food crops perish before
reaching market. Therefore, we need more food processing units and cold storages near farmgate. This is the right
opportunity to develop partnership with Thailand in food processing sector as Indian government aims to double the income
of farmers by 20227

The round table discussion was attended by government officials of Maharashtra and business delegates of food processing
and packaging industries in Thailand and India.

Photo Caption:

(From Left to Right) Mr. Y.R. Warerkar, Executive Director, MVIRDC World Trade Centre Mumbai, Mr. Ekapol Poolpipat, Consul
General, Royal Thai Consulate-General, Mumbai, Mr. Subhash Desai, Hon’ble Minister for Industries and Mining, Government
of Maharashtra, Dr. Wimonkarn Kosumas, Deputy Director General, Small and Medium Enterprises Promotion of Thailand, Mr.
Vijay Kalantri, Vice Chairman, MVIRDC World Trade Centre Mumbai and President All India Association of Industries.
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Indian state calls for Thai investment

Economy August 03, 20718 17:55
By The Mation

SMEs in Thailand and Maharashtra have the capability to explore joint
collaborations in food processing, dairy, textiles and information technology
sectors, according to Subhash Desai, minister for industries and mining in the
central Indian state of Maharashtra, at the roundtable discussion on small- and
medium-sized enterprises from Thailand at the World Trade Centre in Mumbai.

He said Maharashtra produces millions of tonnes of milk but there is inadequate processing in the dairy

sector.
Maharashtra has diverse climatic conditions favourable for producing a large variety of crops.

“Farmers in Maharashtra are growing high-quality crops supported by substantial research and
development. We look for Thailand's partnership in secondary treatment of these foods, which include

preservation, processing, packaging and export,” he said.

Desai said he also expects Thailand's support for value addition in the textile sector. Maharashtra has set up

a dedicated textile park and nine more are in the process of being developed.
"My dream is to see a majority of garments in the world market to be labelled as ‘Made in India’' products.”

He said Maharashtra accounts for 15 per cent of India's GDP, mare than 40 per cent of exports and attracted
50 per cent of India's total foreign direct investment last year. This proves Maharashtra is the most

investment-friendly state in India, he said.

Speaking about government support to SMEs, the minister added: "Maharashtra has a special policy for
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they do not have to compete with large enterprises.”
During the event, Dr Wimonkarn Kosumas, deputy directar general of Thai SME promotion, told the event:
"There is tremendous potential to enhance the partnership between Thailand and Maharashtra. The OSMEP

[Cffice of Small and Medium Enterprises Promotion] has set up a dedicated desk to promote SME

collaboration with Italy and Japan.
“We can set up similar dedicated desk for Maharashtra as well."

Kosumas invited SMEs from Maharashtra to trade events in Thailand such as Propak Asia on June 12-15,

Food Pack Asia 20109.




